
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7212 June 27, 2007 
especially production focussed on the 
clean and efficient use of American 
coal, were stripped. And unless my col-
leagues in committee are successful in 
putting them back in this week, then 
the Democrats will deliver another en-
ergy bill that does not produce an 
ounce of energy. 

It is time for us to address this issue. 
f 

THE ACTIONS OF THE VICE PRESI-
DENT REGARDING THE WAR IN 
IRAQ 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, my 
colleagues are saying we must have an 
end to the war, as have two Republican 
Senators. It is time for us to look at 
the actions of the Vice President of the 
United States. 

You remember when George Bush 
sent DICK CHENEY out to find a Vice 
President and he found himself? Well, 
if you read the last 4 days of The Wash-
ington Post, you read a chilling picture 
of the actions of the Vice President as 
he manipulated the intelligence lead-
ing us into the war. He has been the 
driving force to keep us in that war 
and still is today. 

Then when questioned about what he 
does over there, he says, I am not a 
member of the executive. I don’t know 
exactly. I have an office here, but I am 
not covered by the things the President 
says. 

This man has been evading an Execu-
tive Order from 2003 by the President of 
the United States that everyone tell 
how they are covering classified mate-
rial. But the Vice President is above 
that. 

The Vice President is not above in-
vestigation by the House of Represent-
atives for his actions in taking us into 
war and keeping us there. 

f 

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON ENERGY AND COM-
MERCE 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I offer a privileged resolution 
(H. Res. 520) and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 520 
Resolved, That the following member be, 

and is hereby, elected to the following stand-
ing committee of the House of Representa-
tives: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE—Mr. 
Sullivan, to rank after Mrs. Myrick. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CLEAN 
BEACHES WEEK 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 186) supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Clean 
Beaches Week and recognizing the con-
siderable value of American beaches 
and their role in American culture, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COHEN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 186 

Whereas coastal areas produce 85 percent 
of all United States tourism dollars and are 
the leading tourism destination in America; 

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration reports that over 50 
percent of the population of the United 
States lives in coastal counties; 

Whereas according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, the beach-
es in these coastal counties provide rec-
reational opportunities for numerous Ameri-
cans and their families who, together with 
international tourists, make almost 2 billion 
trips to the beach each year to fish, sun-
bathe, boat, swim, surf, and bird-watch; 

Whereas according to the Army Corps of 
Engineers, United States beaches are a crit-
ical driver of the American economy and its 
competitiveness in the global economy; 

Whereas beaches represent a critical part 
of our natural heritage and a beautiful part 
of the American landscape; 

Whereas beaches are sensitive ecosystems, 
susceptible to degradation and alteration 
from pollution, sea level rise, natural forces, 
untreated sewage, and improper use; 

Whereas members of the government, the 
private sector, and nongovernmental organi-
zations, along with citizen volunteers, have 
worked diligently to clean up and protect 
our beaches over the years; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Geological Survey, great strides have been 
made in understanding the science of water-
sheds and the connections between inland 
areas and coastal waters, and science-based 
policy should be developed that is commen-
surate with this knowledge; and 

Whereas a 7-day week commencing in 
June, and including July 5, will be observed 
each year as National Clean Beaches Week: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Clean Beaches Week; 

(2) recognizes the value of beaches to the 
American way of life and the important con-
tributions of beaches to the economy, recre-
ation, and natural environment of the 
United States; 

(3) encourages all Americans to work to 
keep beaches, which are a critical part of the 
natural heritage of the United States, safe 
and clean for the continued enjoyment of the 
public; 

(4) expresses a renewed appreciation for the 
beaches of the United States and an invig-
orated effort to protect them with updated, 
integrated policy; and 

(5) encourages individuals to engage in ac-
tivities during National Clean Beaches Week 
to encourage stewardship and volunteerism 
along our coastlines. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the Senate bill (S. 277) to modify the 
boundaries of Grand Teton National 
Park to include certain land within the 
GT Park Subdivision, and for other 
purposes, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
S. 277 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Grand Teton 
National Park Extension Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’’ means the 

Grand Teton National Park. 
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(3) SUBDIVISION.—The term ‘‘Subdivision’’ 

means the GT Park Subdivision, with an 
area of approximately 49.67 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on— 

(A) the plat recorded in the Office of the 
Teton County Clerk and Recorder on Decem-
ber 16, 1997, numbered 918, entitled ‘‘Final 
Plat GT Park Subdivision’’, and dated June 
18, 1997; and 

(B) the map entitled ‘‘2006 Proposed Grand 
Teton Boundary Adjustment’’, numbered 136/ 
80,198, and dated March 21, 2006, which shall 
be on file and available for inspection in ap-
propriate offices of the National Park Serv-
ice. 
SEC. 3. ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
cept from any willing donor the donation of 
any land or interest in land of the Subdivi-
sion. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—On acquisition of 
land or an interest in land under subsection 
(a), the Secretary shall— 

(1) include the land or interest in the 
boundaries of the Park; and 

(2) administer the land or interest as part 
of the Park, in accordance with all applica-
ble laws (including regulations). 

(c) DEADLINE FOR ACQUISITION.—It is the in-
tent of Congress that the acquisition of land 
or an interest in land under subsection (a) be 
completed not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(d) RESTRICTION ON TRANSFER.—The Sec-
retary shall not donate, sell, exchange, or 
otherwise transfer any land acquired under 
this section without express authorization 
from Congress. 
SEC. 4. CRAIG THOMAS DISCOVERY AND VISITOR 

CENTER. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) Craig Thomas was raised on a ranch 

just outside of Cody, Wyoming, near Yellow-
stone National Park and Grand Teton Na-
tional Park, where he— 

(A) began a lifelong association with those 
parks; and 
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(B) developed a deep and abiding dedica-

tion to the values of the public land of the 
United States; 

(2) during his 18-year tenure in Congress, 
including service in both the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, Craig Thomas 
forged a distinguished legislative record on 
issues as diverse as public land management, 
agriculture, fiscal responsibility, and rural 
health care; 

(3) as Chairman and Ranking Member of 
the National Parks Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate and a frequent visitor to many 
units of the National Park System, including 
Yellowstone National Park and Grand Teton 
National Park, Craig Thomas was a strong 
proponent for ensuring that people of all 
ages and abilities had a wide range of oppor-
tunities to learn more about the natural and 
cultural heritage of the United States; 

(4) Craig Thomas authored legislation to 
provide critical funding and management re-
forms to protect units of the National Park 
System into the 21st century, ensuring qual-
ity visits to units of the National Park Sys-
tem and the protection of natural and cul-
tural resources; 

(5) Craig Thomas strongly supported pub-
lic-private partnerships and collaboration 
between the National Park Service and other 
organizations that foster new opportunities 
for providing visitor services while encour-
aging greater citizen involvement in the 
stewardship of units of the National Park 
System; 

(6) Craig Thomas was instrumental in ob-
taining the Federal share for a public-private 
partnership with the Grand Teton National 
Park Foundation and the Grand Teton Nat-
ural History Association to construct a new 
discovery and visitor center at Grand Teton 
National Park; 

(7) on June 4, 2007, Craig Thomas passed 
away after battling cancer for 7 months; 

(8) Craig Thomas is survived by his wife, 
Susan, and children, Patrick, Greg, Peter, 
and Lexie; and 

(9) in memory of the distinguished career 
of service of Craig Thomas to the people of 
the United States, the dedication of Craig 
Thomas to units of the National Park Sys-
tem, generally, and to Grand Teton National 
Park, specifically, and the critical role of 
Craig Thomas in the new discovery and vis-
itor center at Grand Teton National Park, 
the Grand Teton Discovery and Visitor Cen-
ter should be designated as the ‘‘Craig Thom-
as Discovery and Visitor Center’’. 

(b) THE CRAIG THOMAS DISCOVERY AND VIS-
ITOR CENTER.— 

(1) DESIGNATION.—The Grand Teton Dis-
covery and Visitor Center located in Moose, 
Wyoming, and scheduled for completion in 
August 2007 shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Craig Thomas Discovery and Visitor 
Center’’. 

(2) REFERENCE.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the Grand 
Teton Discovery and Visitor Center referred 
to in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to be a 
reference to the ‘‘Craig Thomas Discovery 
and Visitor Center’’. 

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary such sums as are necessary to 
carry out this Act. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 514 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2643. 

b 1044 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
2643) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, Environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2008, with Mr. 
WATT (Acting Chairman) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the 

Committee of the Whole rose on Tues-
day, June 26, 2007, the amendment by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
ANDREWS) had been disposed of and the 
bill had been read through page 111, 
line 17. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. FLAKE 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Chairman, I offer an 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment offered by Mr. FLAKE: 
At the end of the bill (before the short 

title), insert the following: 

TITLE VI—ADDITIONAL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS 

SEC. 601. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for W.A. Young & 
Sons Foundry, Greene County Pennsylvania. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
the order of the House of Tuesday, 
June 26, 2007, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. FLAKE) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. FLAKE. I thank the Chair for 
recognition. 

This amendment says, ‘‘None of the 
funds made available in this Act may 
be used for W.A. Young & Sons Found-
ry, Greene County, Pennsylvania.’’ 

The three-sentence certification let-
ter for this project states that the pur-
pose for this funding is to restore the 
machine shop at the foundry to its 
original likeness. 

Once again, it’s important to note 
that the certification letters that we 
get from the Appropriations Com-
mittee are not the request letters that 
Members give to the Appropriations 
Committee to request their earmark. 
So we really don’t know all that much 
about what the earmarks are for, other 
than a three-sentence or a four-sen-
tence certification letter. So I would 
have hoped to have had more informa-
tion, but we were unable to get from 
the Appropriations Committee the ac-
tual request letters. So we are at a bit 

of a loss to find out what the earmark 
is really for, but we did our best to do 
a little research. 

The W.A. Foundry is a factory that 
opened in 1900 and closed in 1965. The 
Web site that we found claimed that 
the W.A. Young & Sons Foundry is a 
prime example of America’s industrial 
heritage. My question for the sponsor 
of the earmark would be: What factory 
in the United States would not be a 
prime example of America’s industrial 
heritage? That’s the problem that I 
think we have with a lot of these ear-
marks, particularly those that are to 
promote tourism or industry. How do 
you choose winners and losers in this 
game? How do we say, well, hey, this 
old factory is deserving of renovation, 
is deserving to draw tourists and is de-
serving of taxpayer dollars, while that 
one down the road is not? It seems to 
me a rather arbitrary decision based on 
one, perhaps, powerful Member of Con-
gress who is able to slip in a provision 
to get an earmark. It doesn’t seem to 
be very fair to other Members or to the 
taxpayers as a whole. 

Furthermore, if any of our constitu-
ents who may want to take their fami-
lies on a tour of America’s industrial 
heritage, for any of them, for wanting 
to, they may have a hard time getting 
to see the W.A. Young & Sons Foundry. 
It’s only open for the public 2 days a 
year, just 2 days a year. $150,000 to the 
taxpayer for 2 days a year open to the 
public. Other than that, you will have 
to get a private tour. 

I simply don’t understand why we are 
spending taxpayer money to promote 
tourism, why we choose one group over 
another, why we are picking winners 
and losers here. That’s what I would 
ask the sponsor of the earmark if the 
sponsor of the earmark is here. I don’t 
believe that he is, but I would be glad 
to hear some answers to these ques-
tions. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DICKS. I rise in opposition to the 
gentleman’s amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DICKS. The W.A. Young & Sons 
Foundry and Machine Shop is truly an 
American treasure. This remarkably 
well-preserved shop is an example of 
the once-common, shaft-driven job 
shop which played an important role in 
maintaining and repairing the ma-
chines that built early industrial 
America. 

This rare industrial facility contains 
machining and foundry equipment dat-
ing back to the mid-to-late 1800s. When 
the shop doors were shuttered more 
than four decades ago, everything, the 
tools, drills, nails, presses, lathes, 
wooden molds and patterns were left 
behind, creating a priceless time cap-
sule from the turn of the century. 

The machine shop and foundry are 
still able to operate, but the structure 
of the facility has severely deterio-
rated and is in desperate need of repair 
and restoration in order to preserve the 
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